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' Qften Used ACS Vocabulary
Pleage use this vocabulary list to assist you when miaxpmting for the Division of Child Protection (DCP). This vocabulary list

is 80t exHanatlve and does not provide legal definttlons, Tt fs intended to only help explain sopae torms that do not tranglate well
or at all into other languages. As always, be surs to asktha DCP woﬂs:er to deseribe vokmown or ﬁ:fﬁcmlt ta tranalate child

welfarc vocabulary fn more detail whenever necessary.

Types of Child Malireatmient Allegations:
Allegations are accugations. &llagahons of abuse or neglect ave statements which, if shown to be tue, wauld

establish that the child is an abused or neglected child.

Eduecational Negle.ct is when a parent or caragiver allows nnexplained absences fom school, fails to entoll &
school-age child fn school, refuses recommended remedie] services without good reason and/or fails to respond to

attendance questions from the school.

Empotional Abuse/Verbhal Abuse is non-physical maltrestrnent that can seriously interfere with positive smotional
development of a child. Patterns of Exoofional/Verbal Abuse can include constans refection; terrorizing; sxposing
a child to comuption, violence (including Domestic Violence) or criminal behavior; irrational behavior; and/or
varbal abuge {sxcessive yelling, belitiling and teasing ) :

Domestic Violence is a pattern of physical, emnotional, verbal and/or other types of abuse betwesen intimata
. paxtners for the purpose of the abuser to gain control over the victim.

Emotional Neglect {s the failure of a parent or caregiver 1o give a child the love znd support necessary for healthy,
emotional developmient, Bxamples includes failure to provide warmth, attention, supervision, affection, praige or
encouragement to a child, :

Medica) Neglect is the fallure of 4 parent to supply adequate medical, dental, optical and surgical care for a ehild,
This includes: not seeking adequate trestment for conditions that impair or threaten to {mpalr the child’s mental,
ernotional, or physical condition; not following preseribed freatment for medieal, psychiairie and/or psychological
care; aud/or not obtaining preventive care such as well-baby care checkups, physicals and immunizations,

Physical Abuse iz i:ﬁﬁcﬁng_ or allowing someoxze to infliet physical injury to & child other than by accidental
means. This includes shaking, beating, biting, kicking, punching and burning,

Physical NeglectTnadequate Guardianship is the failurs by the f»axznt oT caragiver to provide food, elothing
and/er shelter fora ohild. It also includes abandonment, inadeguate supemsmn and excessive corporal

bumshment

Inadequate Supervision/dack of Supervision Is the failure of a pazent or caregiver to maks sure someone
of adequate responsibility cares for the needs of 2 young child. Examples include: leaving young children
home alone (even for short periods of tire), no one picking up a young child from school or after-school
progxam, caring for children while abusing drugs or alcohol or leaving children with an older-child or an
adult who cannot ¢are for them. This i3 a type of Tnadequate Guardianship,

Lxgessive Corporal Funishment is a physlcal means of punishment (for example spanking with a halt)
used to the point where it is physicatly of psychologically harmful to a ohild This is 2 type of Physieal

MNeglect,

Sexnal Abuse includes incest, rape, obscene sexnal performance, fondling a child*s genitals, intercourse, sodomy
and any other nen-consensual sexual contact such as exposing a child to sexual activity or exhibitionism or

commeroial exploitation such as prostitution, of a minor of pornographie materiale. Faor all sexual acts a person iz
deemed legally incapable of consent if he/she is under 17 years old, mentally incapasitated or physically helpless.

Note: [ndividual casg girgumstanges vary widelv. Ifyou arc unelear ahout a situation or how this yoeabulary applies w the case
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Ofien Used ACS Vocabulary .
Please use this vooabulsry Hat to assist you when intexprating for the Division of Child Protection (DCF), . This vocabulary list

is not exhaustive and does not provide Jegal definitiong, It is intended to only help axplatm spme terms that do not enslate well
or at afl into other languages. As always, be sure o sl the DCP worker to degoribe wiknown or difficulf io transiate child

welfare Vncabula:y in mors detail whonever necessary.
Part rofers to a number in 2 court. The Part works like du:ectmns If a parent is told to go to Family Cuurt Part (27,

the parent can find out which court room he or she needs {6 go to with this information.

A Permanency Hearmg is held about 12 months after a child has been placed in foster care. This hearing will
talk about what is the best perranent home for the ohidld. This couId be: Reunification, Adoptmn, or anothar

permansnt planued optien.

Person In Need of Supervision/PING is a child (usually a teenager) who canmot be controlled by his orher
parents, Thig ¢hild is not necessarily in trouble with the polics.

A Petition Is a paper request to involve a court's authority to judge a situation.

Petitioner refers to the party flling the petition, also known as the plaintiff, in a cotrt cagse. Usually, ACS ia the
Petitioner for Hearings in Family Court.

Respondent refers to the defendant in 4 court case. The person alleged to cavse child abuse or neglect (usually a
parent) is the Respondent for Article X hearings in Family Court, ‘L

The Subject of the Report refera to the. person named in the report who has allegedly committed child abuse or
neglect,

Being Named in the Report refecs to other persons referred to in, a report of ohild sbuse or neglect who have not
heen reported to have commiited child abuis or negtect, .

The Termination of Parental Rights/TPR is a process of legally endiug all rights a parent has to a child, This
must be done, either voluntarily by a surrender or involuntaraily by a TPR befare a child caa be adopted by another
porson. Parents have the right to appesl an order terminating parental rights. Omnes the decision hag besn made by
the Tudge (the petition has been granted) to TPR, a'parent has lost the rghts to thelr child aud cam:tot get them

bacl{, except in very rare circumstances.

'r -

Mote: {gdividual egsa ofrpumstances vary videly, If you aro unclear abbut 2 situation or how this vovabulary applies to the case
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Often Used 4CS Vocabulary
Please use this voczbulary list to aseist you when interprating for the Division of Child Protagtion (DCP). This vooabulary lgr

1s not evhanative and does not provide legal definitiona. It is intendsd to enty help explain some terms that do not tunsiats wall
- or af 21l Into other languages. As always, be surs to ask the DCP worker to dbseribe vnkmown or difficelt to translate ghild

welfars vocabulary in mors deteil whenever necessary,

Plermanencg Plans:
A Permanency Plan is the plan made for a child regavding his or her permaneat home. This plaz i is dissnszed at

the Pcrmauency Hearing.

Reupification i3 a P ermanency Plap to reunite the child with the birth parént/s. In order for reunificatisn
t0 happen the safety issues that led to remova} of the child must beresalved.

Guardianship i3 a Permanency Plan to arrange for a person to have the formal jegal statng and the rght to
act on the behalf of the child. A person who {s given gusrdisughip of a ¢hild cat make all daily decisions
coneerning the child such as where the child Hves, goes to gchool, and goes to the dootor. Parental nghts

do not need to be terminated for this permanency plan to ogeur.

Permanent Placement with a Fit and Willing Relative (Custody) is a ?manenoy Plan fora éelative
other than the parent to provide care for a child, This generally involves a court order piving custody fo the
relative. Parental rights do not nesd tq be terminated for this permanency plan to ocour.

Adoption is a Permanency Plan for a person to obtain all of the parental rights aﬁdxaspow"bmt{es of &
child, The hirth parent’s zights to. tha child must be surrendered or tetminated prior to adoption. Onee an
adoption is complete, sxcept in vexy rare circumstances, the hirth pa.rents cannot ferminate the adoption,

Othar Parmanency Plans include Independent Living, institutionalization and other plats, These
alternative plaps are aranged when it {s not feasible for any of the above plans io be arranped

Independent Living is a pro,gram for teenagers who can not reunify withi thely parents and do not
wigh 0 be adopted. This program helps teenagers learn life skills to prepars them for lving on
their own. Some examples include: how to look for and rent an apartment, money management
how t¢ look for and keep 2 job and prepazing for and plazming for college.

Mote: Q_,ix{dua! GRgS o;.rgp,@ggy;ces vm m g y If Juu arc umicﬁ: about a a;tua.non or how this ymeabulary applies 10 ths caze

e at Lty
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Often Used ACS Vocabulary

Please se this vocabulary list to aasist you when interprating for the Division of Child Protection (DCP). This voeabulary list
s not exhanstive and doos vt provide legal definitions, 7t is mtended to only help explain some terms that do not translate wall
or at all inta other languages, As always, be sure to ask the DCE worker to dessrihe naknown or difficult to tanslate child

welfare vooabulary in more detail whenever necessary.

Pe'ag lei . .
Birth Parents or Biological Parents refars to the mother and father genetically related to the child.

Caretaleer refers to an adult, who is not & parent, with primary responsibility for the ohild. “This adult does pat )
always have legal custody or guardianship, Some examples include a stepfather, aunt adult brother, or godrmother

to the child

Casewarker/Case Manager refers to an ACS staff member in DCP, DRCE, OCACM, or ACM who makes gure
the appropriate serviees are in place for a family. Thie person works mainly with the birth parents, the child, and
the case planner, DCF scaseworkers alao investigate teports of child abuse and neglect.

Child refers to someone under 18 years of age. The term may also be used ta refer 1o a child wha beoame a foster
child before his or her 18™ birthday and has remained in foster care between age 18 and age 21.

Foster Care Wirker/Case Planner refers to the person who works at the Foster Care Agency o:: DyPCs
coardinating a child's Fostor Care and the services needed by the family, This persan works mainly with the child,

birth parents, foster parents, and the case manager.

Foster Paxents are the people who are respornaible £or the care of the child with whom the child will be living with

in a Foster Boarding Home,

Mandated Reporters are people who are required by law to make 2 report of any knowr or suspected child abuse
or neglect they see in a professional or official capacity. This includes social workers, doctors, nmtses, teachers,
counselers, day care workers, police officers, and psychologists to name a fow. -

A Paramour i3 someone’s romantic interest, The relationship a person has with the Paramour can include a
COmmON law spause, & boyfriend or a girlfriend, a fancé or sumething less formal,

Preservatioulsts are caseworkess who work for the ACS Family Preservation Program.

Sibh}ngs refers to the brothers and sisters of & éhild,

Note: Individual cose gircumatapces vary widely, If vou are uncissr about a situation or how this vneabulary applies'to the casc

T Astn Ddamarsdine fne ha aven ba nladdfue thig infirmating with tha WD meaddene
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. Often Used ACS Vocabidary . ' _ -
Ploase use this vocabulary-list to assist you when interpreting for the Division of Child Protsotion (DCP). This vocabulary Hst
is not sxhenstive and doea not provide legal definitions, |t is intended to only help explain some terras that do not tranglate well
or at all into other languages. Ag always, be size to ask the DCP workar 10 describe unknown ar diffigult to translate child

welibre voeabulary in mdre detail whenever necessary,

Agencies/C onferences: . ' .
The Administration for Children’s Services (ACS) {s a New York City agency that is comprised of many
programs for children and thelr families including the Divizion for Child Protestion, the Division of Foster Care

and Preventive Services, Head Start, Child Support Enforcement, and others. ‘

Adoption Cage Management (A CM) is the division of ACS that monitors adoption cases and manages cases that
are recefving pre or post adoption services. ‘

A Child Safety Conference/72-Hour Conference is a conference held with the parents, their supports, ACS, the
Foster Care Waorker, and the childrer (if appropriate.) The goals of the conferences ere to share informatiorn,

discuss a service plan, and to develop pesitive working relationahips,

An Elevated Risk Child Safety Conference discugses the safety issues in the home and what sarvicas or
othér resources are needed by the family to alleviate the safety fssues in order to prevent placement,

" A Post-Removal Child Safety Conference discusses the safety issues that required a removal, visitation
plan, what services or other resources are needed by the family to alleviate the safgty issues in order to

reunify the parents and children. _ _ )

Direct Foster Care Services (DFCS) is the program in ACS that serves a3 a Foster Care Agency for ohildren
directly supervised by ACS. C

Division for Child Protection (DCP) is the division of ACS that investigates reporis of ohild abuse and neglect,
files court petitions and conducts court ordered investigations, provides intensive preventive services through &
progrart called the Family Preservation Program, provides homemaking and housing gubsidy services, makes
preventive service referrals for families, and places children who have been removed from their homes of

voluntarily placed into foster homes,

A Family Permanency Confsrenca/30-Day Conference is & conference held with the pacents, theix supports,
ACS, the Foster Care Worker, servios providers and the children (if appropriate.) The goals of the confarences ars
to shave information, discuss the services and if they are helpful, discuss the visitation plan, disouss the initial-
permanency plan for the child, and to develop positive working reletionships. .

The Foster Care Agency refers to the agency that arranges for Foster Care for the children and coordinates
services for the farnily, :

The Office of Contract Ageney Case Management (OCACM) is the part of ACS that monitors the contracted
Foster Care and Preventive Services Agencies and managea oases that are receiving sacvicss from, contractad
Foster Care and Preventive Services Agensies,
The Service Plax Roview/SPR is & conference, held with parents, the fogtex cate worker, ACS staff and a:
reviewer not associated with, case planning or case management, . The $ER. is held every six months from the time
a ¢hild is placed In foster cars. The SPR reviews progress and compliance with the current service plan and

- permanency plan. Hnesded, the service plan is revised atd the next ateps are discussed.

Nate: Individual czse circumstances vary widaly, If you erz unslear about a sitation or how this vocabutary applies to the case.
you are internreting for. be sure o clarfy this informatinn with the TH™P warlar
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Often Used ACS Vocnbu!my '
Pleasa uss this vocabulery list to assist you when inferpreting for the Dmswn of Child Proteotion [DCP) This vosabulary st

is mot exhaustive and does not provide legal definftions. It s Intended to only help explain some terms that do net translate well
or at all into other languages. As always, be sute 1 ask the DCP worker to describe unknows or difficalt to tranglaie child

welfare vocahulary in mere detaf] whenever necassary.

' Yoster Care/Services:
.An Assessment is 2 formal analysis of EPI‘-"bl&m DCP fag‘ﬂﬂﬂ}’ conduets Assessments DfRisk and Sa.fety for

‘Chitdren.

The Family Preservation Program is a program run by DCP that provides intensive services to a family in their
home for 6 fo & wesks.

Foster Careisa ganara_i term for the temporary lving arranpgements children have after they have been Iamovad )
from. ﬂn&u‘ homes, .

A Diagrostie Re.e.epbun Center (DRC) iz a temporary residential facility where chtldren who may s have a
mental disorder are diagnosed and have a high level of staff supervision, -

A Foster Bonrdmg Home (FBX) is a type of Foster Care where children ].we with foster parents in a
home setting.

" A Group Aowe is a type of Foster Care where children live togather n graups {usnally tespagers) in 2
faoility with staff who provide adult supervision .

Kinship/Kinship Foster Home is 2 type of Foster Cave whera children live Wn‘.h & relastive in s home
setting,

A Residential Treatment Center (RTC) is a type of Foster Care where childéen wha have a dlagnosed
menta] disorder live in 3 facility with 2 high level of staff supervision.

A Therapeutic Foster Boarding BHome is & type of Foster Care where children with special needs or
behaviors that need extra supervision live with foster parents in a home sefting.

Foster Care Agency refers to the agency that arranges for Foster Care for the children and coordinates serviees for
the family, -

Homemaking Services are services to maintain normal household operations dunng periods of stress or crisis, or
to teach hornemaking skills and management skills They teach families how to clead a home and keep a home
clean and/or to provide additional housekeeping help to famiHes who are extremely overburdened,

Parerting Sidlls Classes are clagses thai: talle about raising children and give su'ategzes for dealing with mﬁﬁcult
" behaviors.

Placement refets to the process of Bﬂﬂ.ﬂging for appropriate Foster Cars fer children.

Preventive Services areservices provided to a family to alleviate the risk factors in the home so that the children
ean remain Yoms and Placement in Fostar Cars can be avoided. :

A Service I‘l:m is a written Hat of tagis and sewices that are nesded by the family to alleviate the safety and risk
jssues in the home or other issues preventing the discharge of a child from foster care,

Vistting/Visitation refers to the visits childrexs jn Foster Care have with their parents, caretakers and siblings.

Note: Individual rase circunstances vary widely, If you ars unclear about 4 situation or how this vouabulary zpplcs to the case
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Qften Used ACS Vocabulary ' ‘
Flense use this vocabulary list to assist you when interpreting for the Division of Child Protection (DCP). This vogabulary lst -

is not exhaustive and does not provide legal definitions. It is intended to only help explain some torms thet do.not trapslate wail
or at all into other languages. As always, be surs to ask the DCP worker to deseribe wmimowan or diffioult to translate child

welfare vocabuldry in mora detail whenever negessary.

Legal Terms/(l‘nyt
A 1028 Hearing {s the hearing where a parent can apply to the Court for the return of his or her children.

An 188 Attorney is a court appointed attorney for the Respondent (usually a parent) in Farnlly Coutt, ifhe or :she
cannot afford thefr own attorney. .

Allegntions are aceusations. Allegations of abuse or neglect are statements which, 1f shown to be true, wonld
establish that the child is an 2bused or neglected child.

b1

Addption and Sa‘.t'e Families Act (ASFA) ig a federal Iaw passed {¢*make sure that among other thmgs, children
do not spend & long time in. foster oare and that children are safe. This means that if a child has been placed in
* foster care, ACS has fo find a safe permanent home for the children with the birth parents or 3omeone else. Parents

should talk to their lawyer if they have questions about ASFA,

Court Ordered Supervision is ordered by a judge in. an abuse or neglect case, This mueans that a child can live
with his or her parents ag long as the parents comply with services that are lsted on the court order. ACS is
required to visit the famdly regularly fo make sure the family is in compliance with the court order.

Family Conrt is the court that deals with family problems.

A Finding is a final decision by a judge. For court eases where ACS is the Petitioner, the determination Is about
whether or not someone abused or neglected a child.

A Tair Hearing is an appeal of an agency decision to an administrative law judge employed by the State of New
York. If someone fzels that he or she hasn't been treated fairly with regard to services, visitation or other {asues,
he or she cau request a fair hearing to dissuss the complaint with an administrative law judge,

A Hearing is a session in court where the Petitioner and the Respondent have a chance to state their views of the
Allepations,

A Juvenile Delinquent is a ohild between the age of seven and sixteen who has committed an act that would be
erme If committed by an adult.

A Law Guardian is a court appointed lawyer for the cbﬂdren He or she represents the children’s best interests
and attends the Court Hearings in Family Court,

A Notice of Iixistenice is & letter that tells person a report of child sbuse or neglest has been made and names
them as the person cansing the abuse of neglect, This letter'also ta)ks about how the report can be obtained and
what 2 person’s rights are concerning this report,

A Notice of Temporary Removal of Child(ren) and Right to Hearing (7018) is a form that is given to the
parents or other people legally responaible for the children 1o officially inform them their children have been
remaved from their home. This form glves intormation about the Court process and the parent’s rights durdng the
mmal Clourt process.

thio vinarhealnems accntinn ca thn aann

- Note: Tadisidnal raes ripsenetanesg vary wirdaly  TF var aza imalaar shont o efatian ac hedr




